Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.068; wR factor = 0.167; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.2.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 14 H 8 ClF 3 O 3 , comprises two independent molecules. The rings in each molecule are connected together via O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds to form classical hydrogen-bonded carboxylic acid dimers. The dihedral angles between the benzene rings are 80.7 (1) and 68.7 (1) .
Related literature
For background on applications of the title compound, see: Brown et al. (1997) . For the synthesis of the title compound, see: Johnson (1977) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Fig. 2 ) result in the formation of carboxylic acid dimers. The bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) . The dihedral angles between the rings A(C1-C6), B(C8-C13), C(C15-C20), D(C22-C27) are: A/B = 80.7 (1)°, C/D = 68.7 (1)°. The O atoms O1 and O4 lie in the benzene ring planes A and B, and C and D, respectively.
The title compound, (I) was prepared by the method of the Ullmann condensation reaction (Johnson, 1977) . The crystals were obtained by dissolving (I) (0.2 g, 0.6 mmol) in ethanol (25 ml) and evaporating the solvent slowly at room temperature for about 5 d.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined as riding groups, with O-H = 0.82 and C-H = 0.93 Å for aromatic H, and with U iso (H) = xU eq (C), where x = 1.2 for aromatic H, and x = 1.5 for other H. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
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